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can continue to publish these materials, 
that changes in curriculum have not been 
accompanied by changes in administrative 
technique; lack of needed instructional sup- 
plies; and unwillingness to set aside the 
old. Curriculum reorganization must place 
more faith in the findings of research, he 
added. 
A breathing-spell during which the rapid 
educational changes of the past decade can 
be appraised was recommended by Marquis 
E. Shattuck of the Detroit Public Schools 
and Wayne University, retiring president 
of the Council. "The doctrine of a chang- 
ing world has been so generally accepted 
that we have been led into a line of reason- 
ing which argues that change is ever for 
the better," he said. "To make the neces- 
sary appraisal, we must perfect our tools 
for evaluation and guard carefully the se- 
lection of those who use the tools and 
those who interpret results." 
The new basic formula for modern edu- 
cation takes into consideration pupils' indi- 
vidual differences and their possibilities, 
Dr. Malcolm MacLean, director of General 
College, University of Minnesota, reported. 
"We are shifting our point of view away 
from snooping out and bearing down on 
the errors and blunders of our youngsters 
in English and learning to search for and 
foster talent in whatever direction it may 
rise. We will learn in time to take the 
youngster where he is, even if it be in a 
stage of absorption in the pulps, and help 
build for him a larger experience in the 
reading of current and classic literature, in- 
stead of damning him as a pulp reader," 
The chief job in English, Dr. MacLean as- 
serted, is the training of the great number 
of students, who will never become scholars, 
in skills they will need and use. He prophe- 
sied that eventually graduate schools will 
no longer require a reading knowledge of 
German or French of all students, since 
only an occasional person has need foi 
these skills. 
THE READING TABLE 
The 1938 Mental Measurements Yearbook. 
Edited by Oscar Krisen Euros. New Bruns- 
wick: Rutgers University Press. 1938. 413 
pp. $3.00. 
In this unusual volume the editor has 
utilized the help of the W P A and the 
American Council on Education. He has 
also had the assistance of over 100 coop- 
erating university teachers and psychologists 
who have reviewed various tests and books 
about tests. The amount of work involved 
is indicated when it is noted that the num- 
ber of actual tests reviewed totals over 200, 
and the number of books on measurement, 
about 150. Some ISO English and Ameri- 
can magazines were gleaned for suggestive 
reviews. 
This study represents the continuation of 
the work of Dr. Euros in two earlier paper 
bound volumes and is a comprehensive 
guide to the whole matter of testing. It 
is divided into two main sections, the first 
dealing with the total output of mental tests 
in the last five years including tests in ap- 
titude and adjustment, guidance, personal- 
ity, and so forth, and the books on measure- 
ment, research, and statistics during the 
same period. Any one who uses tests at 
all or the results of tests will find genuine 
help and guidance in this volume. 
One cannot work with the volume, even 
for a brief period of time, without learning 
that here is the work of a fearless young 
educator who recognizes the fact that the 
testing movement, which purported to be 
the scientific development in education, has 
turned out to be quite otherwise. The re- 
views of the cooperating reviewers were 
passed on to the authors and publishers of 
the tests for their comment before they 
were published. While many of the xeviews 
seem to be rather colorless, many on the 
other hand are very critical of the proced- 
ures in developing a given test and of the 
information available for those who use the 
test. If it proves possible for the editor to 
carry on this work for a period of years 
as it is hoped, and if Rutgers University 
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there is no doubt that in a few years edu- 
cational tests that are prepared will be much 
more carefully worked out and validated, 
and that the exorbitant claims, sometimes 
approaching those for patent medicines, 
will be greatly reduced. It is distinctly up 
to American educators and psychologists to 
stand definitely behind this genuinely fruit- 
ful and promising piece of scholarly inves- 
tigation. W. J. Gifford 
Facts About Current English Usage. By Al- 
bert H. Marckwardt and Fred G. Walcott. (A 
publication of the National Council of Teach- 
ers of English.) New York: D. Appleton- 
Century & Company. 1939. 144 pp. 90 cents. 
When several years ago, the National 
Council of Teachers of English published 
Current English Usage, a survey made 
by the late Sterling A. Leonard and his 
associates — which revealed that many 
teachers of English and speech, linguists, 
editors, lexicographers, and other well-ed- 
ucated persons approved certain expressions 
usually condemned by grammars—various 
journalists raised a hue and cry. "English 
teachers are lowering their standards," they 
proclaimed. "Teachers have surrendered to 
careless speech." 
* 
Now. two language researchers, Albert 
H. Marckwardt of the University of Mich- 
igan and Fred G. Walcott of the Univer- 
sity's high school, have checked the findings 
of Current English Usage with the Ox- 
ford Dictionary and its Supplement, the 
second edition of Webster's New Inter- 
national Dictionary, and a few other recog- 
nized . authorities. Their study, recently 
published by the National Council of Teach- 
ers of English under the title. Facts About 
Current English Usage, shows that the 
Leonard survey was far more conservative 
than dictionaries and the example of high- 
ranking writers, classical and modern, 
would encourage any one to be. 
"You'd better go slow (on a curve)," for 
instance, was placed by the Leonard jury 
among "established usages," to the pain of 
some editorial writers. Yet, according to 
this new study slow has been used as an 
adverb at least since 1500, and the users in- 
clude Shakespeare, Milton, Byron, and 
Thackeray. So it does not appear that 
teachers who fail to correct their students 
for speaking of "driving slow" are being 
over-influenced by modern road signs. 
The admission of "healthy climate" to the 
category of established usages was another 
shock for some critics. Yet the Oxford 
Dictionary lists this use of the word with 
examples from 1552 to 1871. 
"None of them are here" was ranked as 
a disputable usage by the Leonard report, 
but the present study reveals that none with 
a plural verb has been in use since 888. 
"Try and get it," which is usually frowned 
upon by teachers, is shown to have been 
used by such reputable writers as Milton 
and Coleridge, as well as by many others. 
"I wish I was wonderful" did not, appar- 
ently, seem wrong to Defoe, Swift, Field- 
ing, Austen, Byron, Marryat, Thackeray, 
Dickens, Hardy, Meredith, Wilde, and 
others. And so on with many more sup- 
posedly ungrammatical locutions. 
Nearly all the expressions ranked as dis- 
putable in the Leonard inquiry, the authors 
of Facts About Current English Usage 
point out, are recorded as having arisen in 
past centuries, twenty-four of them before 
1500. "In other words," they add, "the 
expressions about which puristic objections 
center are not so much neologisms as they 
are old forms and usages of the language 
which are struggling to survive. Finally 
it is evident that this analysis should dispose 
once and for all of the journalistic cry of 
heresy and radicalism so frequently raised 
against the Leonard report. A survey of 
fact rather than of opinion would, in all 
probability, have increased the number of 
established usages from a meager 71 to 
177." 
For the benefit of those who are not 
familiar with the original Leonard mono- 
graph (it has been out of print for two 
years), the grammar section is included in 
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the new usage study. Teachers will find 
the report and the analysis of it, convenient- 
ly printed in one small volume, valuable to 
them both in their teaching and in their 
own use of the mother tongue. G. G. 
discoveries in this inexhaustible field, this 
book satisfies this curiosity. 
Helen Marbut 
The World Around Us. By Nila Banton Smith. 
New York: Silver Burdett Company. 80c. 
This is another reader of the Unit-Activ- 
ity Series, and follows Round About 
You, the second book, it may be used 
quite independently of the series, for it 
contains units which are of interest to all 
children between the ages of eight and nine. 
These units are ; Travel in a City, Stones 
About Milk, Library Stories, Getting Ready 
for Winter, Stories About Dogs, Interest- 
ing Homes of Animals, and Stories of 
Happy Days. L- S. 
Six Supplementary Reading Pamphlets. By 
Nila Banton Smith. New York; Silver Bur- 
dett Company. Each 12c. 
The titles of these pamphlets are Balloons 
and Airships; Come and See; Rubber and 
Rayon; In a Department Store; A Big Air- 
port; and Lindbergh's Flight. 
One value to be derived from supplemen- 
tary readers is the satisfaction which comes 
to the reader from having read an entire 
book. The books in this set are no excep- 
tion. The stories are full of interest; the 
self-helps in word-getting are useful and 
the illustrations are good. M. L. S. 
Physiology of Muscular Activity. By Edward 
C. Schneider. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders 
Company. 1939. 428 pp. $3.00. 
The physiological processes of exercise, 
the possibilities and probabilities of their 
causes and effects, are absolutely essential 
to the education of a teacher in any phase 
of Physical Education. This book is an 
authentic and stimulating source for that 
knowledge, and is indispensable as a refer- 
ence or textbook for Physical Education 
majors. It is planned and the material is 
presented in such a way that it seems to 
stimulate an avid curiosity on the part of 
the students. As far as it can be done, in 
view of the intensive research and rapid 
Growth in Reading. By Robert C. Pooley and 
Fred G. Walcott. Chicago: Scott. Foresman 
and Company. 1938. Book One. pp. 574. 
$1.05. 
This is the first book in a new basal series 
for the junior high school edited by William 
S. Gray. It offers easier reading materials 
closely aligned to the vital inteiests of jun- 
ior-high pupils and a definite program of 
reading instruction. K. M. A. 
Principles of Educational Psychology. By W. 
D. Commins. New York: The Ronald Press 
Company. 1937. Pp. 596. $3.00. 
This volume organizes the data of edu- 
cational psychology around certain basic 
principles. The author's viewpoint is or- 
ganismic, but he has freely used "basic 
concepts which have evolved from many 
converging trends in biological and psycho- 
logical thought." K. M. A, 
Instructional Practices in Elementary 
Schools. Lansing, Michigan: Eugene B. El- 
liott Superintendent of Public Instruction. 1938. 
Pp. 178. 
Bulletin No. 306 is the fourth in the new 
curriculum series planned by the Michigan 
Department of Public Instruction. It con- 
tains a statement of viewpoint, criteria for 
evaluating a unit, digests of teaching prac- 
tices of recognized merit, and reports on 
administrative practices bearing on the 
working out of the curriculum. K. M. A. 
Logical Aspects of Educational Measurement. 
By B. Othanel Smith. New York: Columbia 
University Press. 1938. 182 pp. $2.50. 
Although tests and scales are constantly 
used as instruments of research in educa- 
tion, the author is among the first to have 
examined the fundamental ideas that lie 
behind the construction of such instruments. 
He defines the general ideas that underlie 
the construction of the instruments which 
are used for the objective study of learn- 
ing and its outcomes. That is followed by 
a description of the logical foundations or 
general principles underlying instrument 
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construction. Thus the author lays the 
foundation for the rest of his book, which 
is devoted to a criticism of the precision of 
educational measurement. 
■ The author says, "Educational measure- 
ment will move in two directions; first, it 
will seek for those independent and homo- 
geneous elements with which it can deal 
most successfully; and, second, it will rest 
content with the degree of accuracy it has 
attained and will attempt to adapt its tech- 
niques and procedures to the requirements 
of qualitative evaluation." P. H. 
A Book of Children's Literature. By Lillian 
Hollowcll. New York: Farrar and Rinehart, 
Inc. 942 pages. 1939. $3.75. 
This is more than "just another" anthol- 
ogy of literature for children. Designed as 
a textbook for prospective teachers and as 
a source book for teachers, the material— 
both old and recent literature suitable for 
the first six grades and some even for junior 
high school—is arranged by types. The 
poetry is also classified according to theme. 
An introductory chapter in each section 
defines each type and tells something of its 
historical development, its general charac- 
teristics and values. Although these are the 
features of all anthologies of children's lit- 
erature, this book seems superior because 
the selections represent children's choices 
and because the format of the book is very 
attractive. 
In addition to the well-chosen selections 
there are abundant bibliographies and read- 
ing lists, which include the most recent 
literature. There are also thought-provok- 
ing questions and suggestions for study and 
discussion and class activities. M. V. H. 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
Dr. Chen Chang-Lok, counselor of the 
Chinese Embassy, addressed the student 
body and faculty on the subject, "The 
Struggle in China," on January 25. Dr. 
Chen, who was brought here by the local 
chapter of Kappa Delta Pi, has been asso- 
ciated with the Embassy in Washington 
since October, 1938. 
"Japan's ruthless warfare in China is a 
serious blunder," he asserted. "China has 
too many people of her own to accommo- 
date invading Japanese; furthermore 
China's development is not military, but 
cultural and educational. Japan doesn't 
understand these finer phases of a higher 
civilization; its plans are only for its own 
selfish gains." 
"Just because countries want the posses- 
sion of other countries is no reason they 
have to fight," Dr. Chen said. "They should 
work out a system of neutral exchange 
whereby both countries would profit. But 
Japan wanted to fight, and the only thing 
China could do was fight back." 
Selected by the student body as the out- 
standing girls on campus, eight seniors, 
four juniors, two sophomores, and two 
freshmen will have their pictures in the 
feature section of the 1939 Schoolma'am 
edited by Jane Logan, Harrisonburg. 
Those students chosen by the student 
body to represent the senior class are La- 
Fayette Carr, Galax; Jane Logan, Har- 
risonburg; Elizabeth Rawles, Norfolk; 
Billie Powell, Hopewell; Agnes Arnold, 
Nassawadox; Tish Holler, Camden, New 
Jersey; Peanut Warner, Richmond; and 
Emma Rand, Amelia. 
Outstanding juniors are Mike Lyne, 
Shenandoah Junction, W. Va.; Virginia 
Gordon Hall, Ashland; Jean VanLanding- 
ham, Petersburg; and Geraldine Douglass, 
Grottoes. 
Representing the sophomores are Mar- 
garet Hedges, Alexandria; and Anna Jane 
Pence, Arlington. 
Freshmen chosen are Margaret Moore, 
Richmond; and Jane Dingledine, Harrison- 
burg. 
As the first number on the Entertainment 
Course, the Hedgerow Players presented 
George Bernard Shaw's "Candida," and 
